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& El Salvador's Recent Elections 


Primero Dios: 
The Salvadoran 
Community 
in Des Moines 


by Wendy Bobbitt 


o many of our articles in 
» the past few years have 
dealt with El Salvador 
that it seems about time 
we talk a little about the 
personal connections we have 
as a community with folks and 
events there. 
When we received a letter in 
the summer of 1990 from 
friends in Texas asking us to 
take in some undocumented 
Central American refugees, we 
did not need to think very hard 
about whether or not to accept 
the offer. If this is not what we 
are about, what are we about? 
Everyone felt that this letter 
was leading us in a direction 
which we would only come to 
understand as we followed the 
call, but that in any event cer- 
tainly we would go ahead with 
it. Actually, I think we were all 
overjoyed that this opportunity 
should have come to us. 
At first, mostly because of 


An 


his is a very urgent 

plea for money, so 

hear us out. We at the 

Catholic Worker do not 
receive any form of govern- 
ment money. We choose not 
to. We depend on individuals 
and individual churches to 
sustain us in our daily lives. 
We have three houses on which 
we have to pay monthly utility 
bills. We also have to pay 
property taxes on these houses. 
As you can imagine, it is all 
pretty costly. We also pay for 


the language barrier, every- 
one’s energies were consumed 


in day-to-day concerns such as — 


space and food issues, trying to 
find work for our new guests, 
not to mention clothes and 
other necessities, trying to find 
out how to send money safely 
to El Salvador, and most of 
trying to figure out what our 
very humble and self-effacing 
guests might actually be need- 
ing or wanting. {I had been 
making flour tortillasevery day 


. for at least a month — and 


they had been eating them — 
before anyone trusted me 
enough to tell me Central Am- 
ericans don’t like flour torti- 
lias.) In the nearly four years 
that have passed since then we 
have come to know those first 
friends as family, and have also 
undergone amazing changes as 
a community through them 
and the steady stream of family 
and friends who have joined 
them here. 

Those guys, the first ones, 
who came here alone without 
even a map, travelling through 


Fe, 


ce A), > 


Guatemala and Mexico, taking 
help from whoever would give 
it, who never speak of the fu- 
ture without adding "Primero 
Dios," have taught us about 
what dependence on God and 
true -faith is. The brother of 
one of them came later, and the 
first thing he asked me was, 
"Did my brother tell you how 
God brought him here?" 


AllIcan say about any of the _ 


Central Americans we know is 
that they have blown away all 
our preconceptions about their 
politics, goals, lifestyles and 
anything else you can think of. 
But as for why they are here, 
they are here because they have 
hope. Inlowa they have found 
a place where they can estab- 
lish themselves, make money to 
send home and to save for a 
solid future for themselves and 
their families, where hard work 
and study can give them and 
their families a chance at a 
better life either here or — 
Primero Dios — in their own 
country. 

A couple of people we know 


have already gone back to El 
Salvador and others are getting 
things together to return. Otb- 
ers say they will never go back 
except to visit, some not even 
to visit. Yet who knows what 
thefuture holds. 

All I can really speak to is 
what this has meant for us, as 
individuals and as a communi- 
ty. So I will say that through 
this experience of coming to 
know those first guys (who will 
always be closest to us) and the 
whole community of Central 
Americans that later branched 
out from the Catholic Worker, 
our lives and outlooks have 
deepened and changed, and we 
have gotten involved in issues 
and concerns we knew nothing 
about before. And none of this 
is anything we could have ever 
thought of when we first got 
that letter from Texas. So Ido 
thank God for taking us out on 
a new path which has opened 
up our hearts and lives, and is 
still carrying us further every 
day. * 


Urgent Appeal 


foodstuffs, 
garbage cans, garbage bags, 
toilet paper and the list goes on 


needed repairs on these houses 
such as windows, screens, paint 
and anything else that comes 
up. 

Our expenditures just on 
utilities for the three houses 
run $14,000 a year. Property 
taxes are $1339.00 yearly. We 
also pay for a post office box at 
$180.00 per year and a Des 
Moines Register subscription 
at $168.00 per year. These are 
our predictable expenditures. 
We also have a lot of miscella- 
neous expenditures, which pop 
up now and then, such as laun- 
dry, building permits, smoke 
detectors, head lice shampoo, 
post cards, refrigerator repair, 


mops, brooms, 


and on. The miscellaneous 
expenses for January through 
December 1993 ran about 
$6945.00. That might seem 
like a huge amount, but re- 
membering that it’s divided 
between three very large, old 
houses that are always in need 


of some repairs, it seems like a 


drop in the bucket. 

So if you’re good at math 
you will know that our yearly 
operating budget for 1993 was 
$25,080. If you think of that 
much money in a lump sum, it 
seems like a lot. But consider- 


ing the number of people we 
do hospitality for, and consid- 
ering where these people would 
be were it not for you, the peo- 
ple who keep our doors open, 
our bills paid, and our houses 
repaired, it seers like’ such a 
small amount. 

Every time Psit down to pay 
the bills I think of all the peo- 
ple who give so generously to 
us, and I know that God works 
in mysterious ways. We are 
now down to just enough mon- 
ey to pay our bills and put out 
this vi2 pacis. But I know that 
with God’s help, now as in the 
past, we will still be here doing 
God’s works. So if you're 
wondering what to do for a 
late Easter or spring project, 
remember us at the Catholic 
Worker. Every dime goes to 
helping thosé who at this time 
cannot help themselves. 
Thanks for your generous re- 
sponse to our request for help. 

—Carla Dawson 


by Frank Cordaro 


lease forgive us for 

/ being more than a 
month late in getting 

out this spring issue of 

via pacis. A couple of things 


delayed us, not the least bemg ; 


that Michael Sprong and I 


jomed* Steve Jacobs of the? “9 


Columbia, MO Catholic 
Worketin March ona 10-day 
visit t@ El Salvador. We were. 
on hand to observe the 
national elections. eae 
Thus, we have made El 
Salvador the central theme for 
this issue, featuring a report by 
Michael Sprong on our trip to 
El Salvador and an article by 
Wendy Bobbitt focusing on 
our El Salvadoran friends who 
live in Des Moines and lessons 
learned from them. 
Accentuating this special 
issue are photos from our trip 
to El Salvador, several of them 
shot by Richard Flamer, our 
friend and guide, who took 
care of us while we were there. 


Sketch by Jim Mitchell: 


In this issue we remember the 
life of our good friend John 
Shiel who died this past 
December. 

In Resistance Notes we get 
an account of Fr. Carl Kabat’s 
Good Friday witness at a 
Minuteman II Missile site in 
North Dakota. 

Our regular features: Carla’s 
Community News article, 
Norman’s Whereaboutsandan 
urgent fund appeal are also 


Easter Reflections 


by Ed Bloomer 


What Emmaus means to me ts 
hospitality and Christ’s pres- 
ence this Easter with each of 
aus. Like the disciples who 
invited Christ to supper with 
them on the road to Emmaus, 
and shared their bread, so long 
ago! When all were seated and 
Christ offered up the prayer, 
blessed the bread and broke it, 
they recognized him. Even 
though Christ left them in his 


human form, His presence is” 


still felt in our lives! His pres- 
ence is still with us in the peo- 
ple we serve and the hospitality 
we offer throughout the year to 
each of those who come 


through our door. 

Christ was teaching God’s 
Word to His followers before 
his crucifixion, and the reality 
of this is that He still teaches us 
today through the Holy Spirit. 
We are so fortunate to have 
Christ with us in the presence 
of the Bread and Wine of the 
Eucharist, and also His teach- 
ings that were handed down 
from the early Church through 
His Saints, Martyrs, and lay 
people. 

To me this meaning of Easter 
is more significant in that we 
share our bread with the poor 
and practice Christ’s mandate 
as it was laid down in the 
words of Matthew in Chapters 
5, 6, and 7. 
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found in the following pages. 

Since we are heading into the 
lean summer months when 
money and help are in short 
supply, please heed the 
community’s plea for financial 
help. 


Welcome Bishop Charron 

New Des Moines Diocese 
Bishop Joseph Charron is 
scheduled to be with. us for 
mass: the evening of August 
5th.* Feel free to’ join us in 
welcoming our new Bishop and 
introducing him to the: Des 
Moines. Catholic Worker 
Community. 


jowa Call to Action 

The next Iowa Call To 
Action meeting will be 
Saturday May 7th at Christ the 
King Parish in Des Moines 
between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. 
Janet Drey, a long-time lay 
minister will facilitate a 
workshop experience called, 
"We are the Church: A 
Transformation in Process." 

Towa Call to Action has also 
secured Fr. Philip Kaufman 


Fn., May 6 
*Sat., May 7 
Fri., May 13 


Fri., May 20 
Fri., May 27 
Fri., June 3 


Fri., June 10 


*Sat., June 11 
Fri., June 17 
Fri., June 24 
Fri., July 1 
Fri., July 8 
*Sat., July 9 
Fri., July 15 
Fri., July 22 
Fri., July 29 


What's Happening | 


OSB as our featured speaker at 
the First Annual Iowa Cali To 
Action Fall Conference in Des 
Moines September 9 and 10. 
Fr. Kaufman is the author of 
the book: Why You Can 
Disagree and Remain a 
Faithful Catholic. Be sure to 
clear your calendar. More 
information on this will be 
forthcoming. 
If you are interested in 
getting on the Iowa Call To 
Action mailing list drop mé’a 
line at 223 Harmony St., 
Council Bluffs, IA 51503. 


The Lakes and Prairies Life 
Community met this ‘past 
January in Milwaukee, WI. 
The highlight of the weekend 
for me was a tour of the 
Catholic Worker Archives at 
Marquette University Library 
led by Phil Runkel and his 
mother Lydia. LAPLC has a 
couple of witnesses in the 
works. More on them in the 
next issue of wia2 pacis. 


Friday Mass and Saturday 


Community Meeting Schedule: 
(*All Saturday Community Meetings are open and are held at Dingman House) 
Fr. Frank Cordaro 
Community Meeting - 8:00 a.m. 


Fr. Michael Erpelding 
and others from Holy Spirit Church, Carroll, JA 


with 
with 
with 
with 
with 


with 


Fr. Dave Fleming 
Fr. Gene Cunningham 


Fr. Kevin Cameron 
(Spanish language) 

Fr. Frank Cordaro 
Program: Karl Meyer and the Peace House 


Community Meeting - 8:00 a.m. 


Spring 1994 


Kad Meyer & Peace Hout, 
june 12 in Des Moimes 

Karl Meyer, a long-tint 
friend of Dorothy Day and iif 
Catholic Worker movemt 
will be in Iowa between Juni 
and 12. He is slated to lead 
discussion after the June if 
7:30 p.m. mass at the DM 

Karl is traveling througholl 
the country in his makes 
pickup truck called the Pe 
House. "It’s my house onli 
road," Karl writes. "It contal 
a small library of books a 
types on nonviolence, 
colorful meeting room thaté 
accommodate 12 large peopl 
or more if they are smal 
We also carry carpentry too 
We like to offer our serviat 
carpenters, as ‘helpers in ln 
works of ‘justice and 
educators in the constrict 
of a nonviolent world.” 

From Chicago, Karl) 
carpenter and father of iim 
grown children, is an expefil 
tax resistance and has logs 
35 years of active nonvid 
witness for peace and jusiit 


with Fr. Tom Coenen 

with Fr. John Ludwig 

with Fr. David Fenelon 
with Fr. Frank Cordaro 

Community Meeting - 3:00 a.m. 

with Fr. Steve Orr 

with Fr. Tank DeCarlo 

with Fr. Dave Fleming 

with Bishop Joseph Chanon 


Fri., Aug. 5 


Msgr. Ligutti House 1301 - 8th St. 


Lazarus House 13272 SthiSe Fri., Aug. 12 with Fr. Frank Cordaro 
(515) 246-1499 *Sat., Aug 13 Community Meeting - 8:00 a.m. 
Community Members : : 
Ed Bloomer, Carla Dawson and sons: Julius, Joshua, and a aug ta uth Epa pore se paret 
Jordan, Brett Murner, Norman Searah . Fri., Aug. 26 with Fr. Mike Amadeo 
Newsletter Staff Fri., Sept. 2 with Fr. Kevin Cameron 

Managing Editor, Circulation - Fr. Frank Cordaro Fri., Sept. 9 with Fr. Dave Polich 

; Associate Editors - Wendy Bobbit, Michael Sprong : f 

ip tat Beth Preheat Fri., Sept. 16 with Fr. Gene Cunningham 


1994 


y Carle Dawson 


¢arting my article on 
inj note, but keep read- 
: it gets happier. 

Andrea Locffelholz and 
Barnhill left us on Dec- 
After a year of 
ithe Catholic Worker, 
mence is greatly missed. 
eison her way home to 
nyvia England. Jessica 
he way to Durham, 
(Carolina. I wish them 
und joy as they continue 
lives. We all love and 
uand hope to see you 
God bless you. 
December 28th my 
* son, Jordan, and I 
io Mercy Hospital for 
assupposed to be a rou- 
imsillectomy and aden- 
jimy and to have tubes 
isear. Mind you, these 
Wl outpatient -surgeries. 
pwas taken to surgery at 
Hy 8:00 a.m., and I was 
would bein the recovery 
Estabout 8:45 to 9:00.a.m. 
Woclorcame out and told 
surgery had gone well; 
hey were waiting for him 
ikeup,and I could then go 
with him. . At about 9:00 


») 
Pajis 


snurse check to see if he 
awake. She came’ back 
that he would have to be 
ied, that his right lung 
partially collapsed. 

ted her to send in the doc- 
Hecame in and explained 
that some anesthetic had 


orman’s Whereabouts 


toe 
* 


by Norman Searah 


] ey everybody, the 
| Catholic Worker has a 
truck! And it’s a good 
one too! Fr. Frank 
Eddie Bloomer 
gcing the purchase. Ernie 
m, a truck dealer and Fr. 
found the 
and gave usa great deal. 


are 


————— 


{ ik’s cousin, 


community now has its 
siransportation for the first 
ina year, 


would like to say thank you 
lof the students and adults 
ptook part in the many 
Kcamps that have come to 

atholic Worker. We gota 
done and your help is 


ommunity 


j the Surgery Waiting” 


via pacis 


gotten into his lung, and he 
wasn’t waking up like they 
wanted him to. 
So what was supposed to.be 
outpatient surgery turned into 
anovernight stay. It was one of 
the most frightening times in 
my life. But with God on our 
side, he has completely healed, 
and is his same old self, just 
more ornery now. 
Wehave had two visitors here 
in the past month. They were 
Frank Pommersheim and 
JoAnn Kennedy. 
Frank, a long-time friend of 
the Des Moines Catholic Wor- 
ker through Rebecca and Steve 
in Iowa City and Mike and 
Beth in South Dakota, isa pro- 
fessor of law in South Dakota. 
He came to visit us to see what 
life is like at the Catholic Work- 
er. He was a tremendous help 
to us, from cutting up vegeta- 
bles to going out and looking at 
a new truck the community 
bought, not to mention always. 
having an ear to listen to our 
many stories. Frank has a spe- 
cial place in our hearts and a 
room to always come back and 
stay in. Good luck on the 
=. book. Peace, justice and loveio 
_you, Frank. ; 
:* JoAnn Kennedy, an LA nat- 

ive now in Kansas City, was 


here to visit and’check us out — 


and see if she would like to 
~. become a part of the Des 
Moines Catholic Worker com- 
munity. I guess we passed, 
“because she’s coming back in 
June to be one of us. So look 
- forward to hearing and learning 
more about her. We are all 


jooking forward to seeing her 
soon. Godspeed and come 
home safely. 

We were closed for three 
weeks doing repair work on our 
houses: painting, buffing, putt- 
ing in a new bathroom and 
other small repair jobs. While 
we were closed we still served 
lunch and dinner, and gave out 
food and left the phone on for 
people to use. 

Norman and Ed have done 
most of the repair work and 
have been a great inspiration to 
me. I love you both, and I 
don’t know what the Catholic 
Worker would be without your 
steadfast devotion and willing- 
ness todo anything. God bless. 

Ed’s cat has had two kittens, 
so in a month or so we will be 
looking for good homes for 
them. Any suggestions are wel- 
come. 

Julius has been playing bas- 
ketball and getting tutored and 
has been going to the YMCA, 
so his time has been busy. He 
is also learning to line dance. 
He’shavinga very good 9-year- 
old time. = > ‘ 

Joshua has been taking Tagk- ? 


wondo and jeamning to tie his. 


shoes; he -is also learning to’ 
recognize his numbers and’ let- - 
‘ters and having a very busy- 
time getting ready for kinder- 
garten. 
Jordan has recovered totally 
from his surgeries and hasmore’ 


energy than I know what to do: 
with. He is learning his colors 
and how not to fight his two big 


From left to right Norman (right) visits with Danlel Berrigan (center) and 
Mike McHugh (left) following Berrigan’s performance of “Trial of the 
Catonsville 9" in Des Moines last November. + 


always welcomed. 

There is still much more that 
needs to be done on the outside 
of our houses, like scraping 
and painting Ligutti and 
Lazarus Houses. There is 


needed landscape and sidewalk 
work to be finished. It would 
be nice to put in a flower 
garden around the houses too. 
The children’s play area needs 
some repairing. Some day we 


Frank Pommersheim and Carla Dawson 


brothers. 

We also have another new 
face at the Catholic Worker. 
He is Brett Mumer. He is 
spending most of his time at the 
Criminal Justice Ministries and 
Towa Peace Network. He is a 
bright light here with his skills 
at carpentry, and his love of 
basketball. Julius now has 
someone to hash over basket- 
ball with. He is a very nice guy 
and we’re glad he found us. 

With all the hello’s and good- 
bye’sin this letter, you might be 
thoroughly mixed up as to who 
is here now. Jessica Barnhill 
and Andrea Loeffelho]z are no 
longér here. JoAnn Kennedy 
will be herein June. Brett Mur- 
ner is here now and will be with 
us for almost a-yeaf. °° 3 

I have a lot of thank you’s 
and one more goodbye: Good- 
bye to Central Presbyterian, 
Joann and John Locke, and the 
many fine people of their con- 
gregation who have been com- 
ing hereforeight years bringing 
dinner, great love, and warmth. 


+ 


There are so many people who > 
havecomic that Icouldn’t possi- 
bly remember everyone, but 


may even put in a patio so 
people can eat outside during 
the hot summer days. 

While I’m at it, there’s plenty 
of inside work that needs to be 
done too. All three of our 
houses need foundation and 
basements repair. There is still 
lots of electrical, carpentry and 
plumbing work to be done. 
Lazarus House needs major 
dry wall work done. We need 
curtains for the windows, bed 
frames or complete beds and a 
couple of dressers for the 
bedrooms. We need floor 
lamps for better lighting in the 
bedrooms and living rooms. 

We want to bring: back the 
library in Ligutti House. In 
years past, folks would spend 
time in the library reading 


you know who you are. Al- 
ways keep in mind that we ap- 
preciate each and every thing 
you have done for us. So it is 
not so mucha goodbye asa see- 
you-later. Come and visit any- 
time; you are always welcome. 
God bless all the folks at Cen- 
tral Presbyterian. 

T would also like to thank the 
many churches and student 
groups who have been coming. 
Without you the Catholic 
Worker would not look so nice 
or run so smoothly. We hope 
to keep on seeing you, and any 
new churches or groups who 
would like to come. "Peace." 

TI would like to send a very 
special thank you to all the 
priests who take time out of 
their busy schedules to come to 
our house and say mass on 
Fridays. Thank you so much 
for your time, love and prayers. 
We: hope to keep seeing you. 
Come any fime (not only on 
Fridays). A very, very special 
thank you ‘to Father Kevin 
Cameron and Father T. Pfeffer 
for their masses in Spanish. 
Muchas gracias. + 


Catholic Worker movement 
publications, other periodicals 
and books about peace and 
justice concerns. We also hope 
to once again offer the Ligutti 
House Library for meetings of 
small groups. 

We have fixed up the attic in 
Ligutti House so we can offer 
hospitality to our friends who 
come to visit. We would also 
like to offer our Ligutti House 
attic to priests, nuns, students, 
or anybody going to rallies or 
conferences in Des Moines. 
That way friends could spend a 
night with us, share a meal 
with our guests, and see first- 
hand how our community 
lives. 


Continued on page 6 


Gee 


by Michael Sprong 


Editor's Note: In the days leading up to and just following the March 20 El 
Salvador National Election, Frank Cordaro, Steve Jacobs from the Columbia 
MO Catholic Worker, and Michael Sprong of Marion, SD travelled throughout 
EI Salvador. They found that there is much more going on in El Salvador 
than just the elections. As Catholic Workers, we feel the need to share with 
you some communitarian and personalist efforts taking place in that country. 
it can be argued that the real for hope for Salvador lies in the work of the 
popular movements. - 

Michael Sprong wrote the following overview of two very special places they 
visited, places that need our support: Nuevo Gualcho which is a community 
of repatriated refugees ineastem EI.Salvadorand Divine Savior Youth Home 
(Hogar Juvenile Divino Salvador) which we teatured in the summer 1993 
issue of via pacis. His article, "El Salvador Elections: A Fraud or Progress?" 
outlines the issues surrounding the recent national elections. 


Our Guide: Richard Flamer 


First, | want to thank Richard Flamer, our invaluable guide, 
interpreter and friend in El Salvador. For a month before 
meeting us in San Salvador, Richard drove through Mexico and 
Guatemala in a Chevy Suburban filled with supplies and aid 
shipments bound for refugee camps and cooperatives 
throughout the region. Richard has spent a significant period 


A young resident of Nuevo Gualcho carries a of Hye in Central America since 1987. A photographer and photo by Frank 0 

dishwashing pan filled with water. Gualcho has writer, Richard uses his craftto educate U.S. citizens about our Richard Flamer stands before 

only one source of moderately potable water which sisters and brothers in Central Americaand to generate support near the Salvador / Guatemala bortt 
for those struggling for peace and justice in the region. visited the ruins our last day In E/ 


some residents must carry two miles to home. 


Nuevo Gualcho 


Ina remote corner of the province of Usulatan, this struggling collective of 3,500 repatriated refugees is establishing 
itself. The community formed during more than a decade of exile in Honduras. In 1990 this large group marched back 
to El Salvador to settle on land which had been purchased by the European Community. Batting poverty, government 
neglect / harassment, a shortage of potable water, and a lack of sanitation and health services, the residents of Nuevo 
Gualcho persevere. 

Located ten kilometers from the nearest small town, Gualcho sits along a barely passable dirt road. The land they 
live on is in territory which at some points during the war was under FMLN control. Many of the adult men in the 
collective are ex-guerrillas, and political support for the FMLN is high. Naturally, Gualcho is not expecting much 
cooperation or assistance from an ARENA national government. They will consider themselves lucky to be spared 
a resumption of the war. 

As we toured the community's land, we observed some development. Arecently completed medical clinic building 
means improvement in meeting the health care needs of the community; the old clinic was run from inside the ruins 
of a 160-year-old abandoned ranch house. Several workers were completing installation of a fence around the 


community school. Across from the school the new church was being erected. 
Visiting withthe construction workers, 


we discovered that the building had 
been started partially through the 
efforts of Fr. Larry Rosebaugh, a priest 
well-known to the peace and justice 
communities in the U.S. Progress on 
the building often comes to a halt due 
to a lack of resources. 

Beyond basic services, Nuevo 
Gualcho has plans to build a small 
industrial base to better provide for the 
needs of its citizens. In a meeting with 
the leadership of the community, we 
received the following list of needs: 

1) Panaderia - Communal 


Bakeryatovtaenye) 4 Guaicho rans A young girl, one of the many children at Nuevo G 
neighboring communities. $500.00 is 5 
needed to complete the project. erioys.an avocads Som a.copey it 

2) Construction of Catholic Church - $4,000.00 is needed to complete this building 
serve 3500 parishioners. Gualcho has an immediate need for hand tools to complete this 
projects. 

3) Donations of baseball caps, frisbees, soccer balls and hand pumps would6 
appreciated. a 7 
If you or a group you are involved with can assist the brave folks at Gualcho with any of thes 
please contact Fr. Frank Cordaro (712) 325-8830 or Richard Flamer 45635 Bighorn St, 5ai 
92220 (909) 849-7448. Richard will be back in Central America during June/July, 1994 and 
like to send items or money for Gualcho with him. 


~ see re 


gar Juvenil 
vino Salvador 


What a joy it was to visit our long- 
"8 friend Fr. Mike Colonnese, the 
ctor of Divine Savior Youth Home 
abandoned, abused and orphaned 
ys and young men. The home is 
ezied in Son Sonate, about 50 miles 
st of San Salvador. Long-time 
igaters will remember that back in the 
0s "Letters fram Mike Colonnese" 
ies a regular feature in via pacis, 
ping us updated on the situation in 
tral American. 

‘Out of the Davenport, |A Catholic 
jocese, Mike works from an angle of 
grsonalism to help build community 
yd instill in the young men with whom he works a hope for the future. 

Divine Savior provides a secure space forthe boys and young men to develop a wholesome (in the tue 
ense of the word) lifestyle. A balance of discipline, recreation, education and an active faith life which 
esses service and justice make up the atmosphere atthe home. Perhaps some of El Salvador’s future 
ieders are being raised in this atmosphere of love and justice. 

‘ike so many in folks El Salvador, Divine Savior is affected by the rising level of violent crime. Since the 
ne is located next to a main highway, bandits often enter on the property and wait in the cover of trees 
bambush passing motorists. Because these bandits are well-armed, Mike is unable to eject them from 
property. Until recently, the police were little help. Buta few months ago the local bishop was robbed 
mihat read and now the police are a bit more responsive. 

ewere in Son Sonate on election day. Mike said mass for the people of his parish and encouraged 
smto vote. Later, two of the young men from Divine Savior accompanied us to observe the election at 
femain polling site in Son Sonate. -In the evening we watched the election returns and talked with Mike. 
He outlined some unsettling possible post-election scenarios. The worst being his concem that a re- 
scted ARENA national government will see their victory at the polls as a mandate for their agenda and 
en abandon the peace accords and democratic reform. This would lead to a return to repression, 
juitical assassinations and a resumption of the war. We all prayed that this this will not be the case. 


Action during a “futball” game between Divine Savior Youth 
Home and local rivals. 


Ranger the Dog naps as Fr. Mike Colonnese and Fr. Frank Cordaro 
concelebrate mass at Divine Savior Youth Home. 


Support for the Divine Savior Youth Home can be sent to Fr. Frank Cordaro. 


The March 20 El Salvador Presidential 
ection was seen by many as.the most 
mortant election in the nation’s history. 
commitment to hold open, free and fair 
ections in 1994 was an important compo- 
tof the 1992 peace accords which put 


stop to El Salvador’s twelve year civil 
war. Depending on who you talk to, the 
process toward democratization has been 
either limping along or is marching for- 
ward. Either way, for now the cease-fire is 
holding and change, some for the better, 
some not, is taking place. 

Some have referred to the situa- 
tion in El Salvador as "a negotiated 

‘ - revolution." Certainly, the jury is still 
A out on that one. But the accords, 
: signed by leaders of the FMLN (Far- 
abundo Marti Liberation Front) and 
the government, mandate reform of 
the feared National Police, require 
cuts in military forces and demobili- 
zation of armed forces on both 
sides. While these changes have 
taken place with some satisfaction, 
the pace is slow, painful and the 
changes have created problems of 
their own. 

The once frequent military check- 
points along the highways are no 
longer in place, but more than 50- 
000 former soldiers and tens of 
thousands of ex-guerrillas are with- 
out work. No doubt this “army of un- 
employed" is contributing to the ever 
increasing rate of violent crime, 
which these days is the primary 

°  : concem of Salvadorans. If fear of 

i abuse and repression by death 

, a Se on Welds “Ul squads and the military is decreas- 

aa = —— ing, it is replaced by fear of robbers, 

Awoman voles In Son Sonate at a typical “voting murderers and rapists who are with- 

booth." Crowds at polling places were large, and out uniforms. For the common per- 

4 | most voters walted In line more than an hour to cast * son, there is no sanctuary from the 
heir vote. violence. 


ton, 
‘ 
- 


Many of the changes called for in the 
peace accords have been addressed 
inadequately or not at all. Of particular 
concem are areas of land reform, reform 
of the Supreme Court, and the promise of 
land for war veterans. Also of deep con- 
cernisa recentresurgence of death squad 
activity and human rights violations. 

In the months leading up to the elec- 
tions the atmosphere in El Salvador was 
clearly tense. Confidence in the electoral 
process diminished as reports of fraud, 
intimidation, bias and willful incompetence 
in the registration process became more 
numerous. Many prospective voters had 
waited months to receive their carnet 
(registration card). Thousands of carnets 
were “lost”, forcing people to start the 
registration process over. There were also 
reports of people applying for several 
carnets using documents of deceased or 
missing citizens. Often, carnets were 
issued with inaccurate information, pre- 
cluding the holder from voting. 

Despite this, plus the assassination of 
some FMLN candidates, and other threats 
to the peace accords, campaigning contia- 
ued and the vote was taken on March 20. 
Voter turn-out was high and the interna- 
tional observer presence was quite visible. 
With too few polling sites, the poor were 
once more disadvantaged, having to travel 
far and suffer long waits in line. Although 


the atmosphere at the polls was secure, - 


many voters were confused or had difficul- 
ty finding the correct booth atthe site. The 
high incidence of illiteracy amongst voters 
made matters more difficult, No one 
knows how many, but there were reports 


Fi Salvador Elections: A Fraud or Progress? 


of voters being turned away or deemed 
ineligible. Election officials were quick to 
admit that too few polling sites were set 
up, but claim that is. strictly the result of 
sparse resources. 

Official results of the mayoral and nation- 
al assembly races are not known at this 
writing. Though it appears the coalition of 
the left did well. What is known is that on 
April 19 there will be 2 run-off election for 
president between Ruben Zamora of the 
FMLN and the ARENA (Republican Na- 
tionalistAlliance) party candidate Armando 
Calderon Sol. It is widely predicted that 
Calderon Sol will be the winner. 

So, once again, depending on who you 
talk to, Ei Salvador's National Election was 
either a total fraud or the best to be ex- 
pected under the circumstances. Unfortu- 
nately, there is little agreement. 

There is agreement that these elections 
were paid for by the blood_of those who 
died in the civil war. 

U.S. citizens need to remember that we 
fueled and funded that blood-shed. Re- 
gardless of the election outcome, not one 
penny of U.S. military aid should ever 
again go to El Salvador. Instead, we can 
support the Salvadoran popular movement 
efforts to develop and improve agriculture, 
industry, health care and education. 

Atthis writing, a crowd is gathered at the 
steps of the Capital in Washington, D.C. 
They are part of a 40 day fast and witness 
calling on congress to shut down the US, 
Army's Schoo! of the Americas at Ft. Ben- 

ning, GA. To find out how you can help, 
contact: School of the Americas Watch, 
P.O, Box 3330, Columbus, GA 31903 + 
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A Small Dose of Grace 


by Wendy Bobbitt 


ll of us, when this hap- 

pened at the Catholic 
Worker, took it as a 

== sign and so we want to 
share it with you, our readers. 

About a week before the Des 
Moines group of international 
observers were to leave for El 
Salvador to witness the elec- 
tions, we had a send-off mass 
at the Catholic Worker. The 
house was closed at the tumc 
for repairs and we had the 
place to ourselves for an espe- 
cially warm time of sharing and 
worship. 

Some time during the mass 
Norman let someone in to use 
the phone, and when mass was 
over, we discovered that this 
person had taken a purse 
which one of our guests, Nancy 
Lister, had left in the front 
hallway. Nancy and her hus- 
band were both heading for El 
Salvador and in this purse were 
not only her passport, but her 
driver’s license, credit cards, 
and everything else she would 
need to replace the passport. 

Immediately groups of two 
and three went out with flash- 


John Shiel: A Life of Faith and Resistance Pe 


by Frank Cordaro 


e recently heard that 

our comrade in the 

struggle, John Shiel 

died this last Decem- 
ber 4. He died at the Haley 
House Catholic Worker in 
Boston, one day after ending a 
30-day fast for the people suf- 
fering and dying in ongoing 
wars. 

For many of us in the Catho- 
lic Worker and peace and jus- 
tice communities in the US., 
John Shiel has been a staple for 
over 20 years. This little tooth- 
less Irishman had an uncanny 
knack of showing up at the 
most opportune time to Jend 
his support, spirit and body; to 
walk a mile; to cross a line; to 
climb a fence; to paint a sign; 
or to join in a fast in his efforts 
to promote peace and justice. 

John’s entry into the peace 
movement wasin 1973 through 
Ed Guinan and the Communi- 
ty for Creative Nonviolence. 
From there he became involved 
with the Atlantic Life Commu- 
nity and Jonah House. From 


eV wwe 


lights searching the yard, the 
neighborhood, all_the dump- 
sters and trashcans anywhere 
near us, the QuikTrip, the 
abandoned apartment building 
where people hang out, but no 
luck. Twoand three times they 
searched, not willing to accept 
that the purse was really gone. 
Nancy and Jack, her husband, 
filed a police report. 

Dismay and anger were only 
a part of what we were all feel- 
ing, since whoever took the 
purse, of course, was among 
the pcople we arc here to scrve, 
and that kind of betrayal al-- 
ways hurts the most. 

The next morning we were in 
our community meeting when 
Nancy and Jack came in. Still 
hoping, they had decided to 
put notes up in the QuikTrip 
and other local hangouts ask- 
ing for the return of the purse. 
In the parking lot was a police 
car, and since this was a differ- 
ent shift, they decided in a half- 
hearted way to report the theft 
again. When Jack started tell- 
ing the officer about it, the 
officer picked the purse up off 
the seat of his car. It had just 
been turned in by someone 
who had been trashpicking on 
our block. He had found it in 


his base in the Washington 
D.C. area,.John traveled far 


and’ wide using his favorite = 


form , of transportation, a 

thumb on the side of the road, 

to visit and work with peace 

and justice and Catholic Work- : 
ef communities around the. 
country. 

I first met John at the Penta- 
gon in August of 1977 during 
my first arrest as I joined oth- 
ets in pouring blood on the 
Pentagon pillars. John seemed 
to come out of nowhere and 
got himself arrested too. 

At the police station, John 
led us in song. I saw him talk a 
guard out of doing a routine 
rectum search, (something I 
would try to do at a later date 
with much less success). 

Naturally,--L was anxious 
about this my first arrest and 
the prospect of doing time in 
the D.C. jail. John must have 
sensed my need for support 
and placed himself at my side 
every step of the way. It wasa 
real blessing to spend my first 
weekend in jail with John. 

We next met in August, 1978, 
when he showed up at our first 
witness at Offutt AFB just in 


ei ait ot a ge” 


a dumpster we had searched 
three times the night before, 
and in it was everything but $2 
and a pair of sunglasses. 

Jack called the man up from 
our house and went over there 
to thank him and to give him 
$18, which was all the money 
he was carrying, asa thank you 
gift. 

Instead, when he heard where 
they were going and why, this 
man said that he, too, wanted 
to help the people of El Salva- 
dor, and gave him $20 to give 
to the first priest he might meet 
when he got there, ; 

God knows in this life we 
never seem to have enough 
faith and hope, and I know I 
was one of those who after the 
first try at the dumpsters and 
QuikTrip figures that purse 
was gone for good. Mostly I 
was hoping our friends would 
not get disgusted with the folks 
around here and give up on 
our neighborhood. But God’s 
way are so much deeper than 
we can ever imagine, and we 
never seem to remember that 
He really does use us to touch 
other people and other people 
to touch us, except in these rare 
moments, thése miracles. + 


time to join three of us praying 
the rosary on an active runway. 

In November, 1979 John and 
I connected again outside the 
White House. John alerted the 
national media to my planned 
ash-spilling action during Pres- 
ident Carter’s briefing on the 
Salt II Treaty. The witness was 
covered by all the major news 
outlets. ; 

He made another surprise 
appearance in Des Moines the 
night President Carter an- 
nounced the reinstatement of 
draft registration. John joined 
us in a late night painting job 
at the Carter re-election head- 
quarters building in downtown 
Des Moines. 

The last time John was in 
Des Moines, he showed up for 
the Gary Eklund trial in Octo- 
ber, 1982. He hitch-hiked in 
and just missed getting arrested 
with 40 of us who sat in at the 
entrance of the Federal Court- 
house. As soon as John real- 
ized he missed the bust, he 
handed gave his travelling bags 
to Mike Sprong for safe-keep- 
ing, proceeded to the nearest 
police officer, and insisted he 
be arrested. The officers reluc- 


Norman's Whereabouts 


Continued from page 3 

Right now our food pantry is 
very low. We need canned 
goods of all kinds. It’s hard to 
cook a meal when your haven’t 
got much to work with. When 
our food pantry is low, we 
can’t give out food sacks to 
folks who come to our door in 
need. 

Besides the help we need in 
repairs, materials, and food, we 
are in real need of money to 
buy materials and keep paying 


tantly complied 
with John’s wish- 


es. “A 


Theabovemen- 
tioned list is only 
a small fraction 
of the witnessing : 
and protesting 
that John was in- 


volved in. > 


Catholic Wor- 


ker and resistance = 


communities 
across the coun- 
try have their 
own John Shiel 
stories. 

In addition to 
resistance, he had 
a special calling 
to speak the truth 
to Catholic bish- 
ops. A cradle 
Catholic, he nev- 
er missed an op- 
portunity to 
speak to bishops either indi- 
vidually or at bishop’s gath- 
erings. John would chide them 
for what he called their "paral- 
ysis of the analysis" when it 
came to peace and justice is- 
sues. 

John wasn’t always a peace 


SAINT LAURENCE 


John Shiel 1919 — 1993 


== 
cre: 
deta 
the bills too. As you can tell a, 
from my article, we've got lots Bessie 
of needs. Bibi: 
Throughout my life as a = 
Catholic Worker I’ve learned char, 
you don’t have to look poor to “agai 
be poor, and if you’re working A Be 
and living with the poor and 7 Dr ti 
homeless, your home doesn't 
have to be unkempt and messy. On 
The poor deserve a nice plac ; 2 3. 
to live too. After all, they are 
God’s ambassadors, aren! We 
they? ia rs t 
DP Dec 


photo by Tom 
/ National Catholic Report 


activist. We don’t knowm 3 
about his life and family. Jali 
worked in the Civilian Const 
vation Corps during the 
He was a tool maker andi 
tended Notre Dame Univers 
where he studied theology. 

Continued on past! 
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Feast of the Holy Innocents 


Action at StratCom 


On December 28, 1993 15 
people gathered at the gates of 
Offutt AFB, home of the U.S. 
Strategic Command Headquar- 
ters (StratCom) to mark the 
Feast of the Holy Innocents 
and to call for an end to weap- 

| ons targeting. 

Three people: Ed Bloomer 
(Des Moines Catholic Work- 
et), Joann Kennedy (future 
Des Moines Catholic Worker) 
and Anissa Lindsey (Ames, IA) 
crossed the line’. and- were 
detained shortly by Air Force 
security personnel. They were 
issued ban-and-bar letters pro- 
hibiting them from returning to 
the base. To date, criminal 
charges have not been brought 
against them for their action. 

Below is the statement read 
at the gates of the base: 


Opening Scripture — Matthew 
2:13-18 


We gather today at the gates 
of the Strategic Command 
Headquarterstocommemorate 
the slaughter of innocents. 
December 28th marks the 
Feast of the Holy Innocents on 
the Catholic Liturgical Calen- 
dar, recalling the time King 
Herod murdered all male chil- 
dren under two in the futile 
attempt to preserve national 


security. 

The same national security 
paranoia that drove King 
Herod to destroy innocent lives 
persists today, here at Strat- 
Com. This is exemplified by 
General Butler’s public state- 
ment that StratCom will target 


any. prospective enemy" for 


nuclear destruction. Strategic 
nuclear weapons are indiscrim- 
inate weapons. If used they 
will certainly kill the innocent. 

This mentality of killing the 
innocents is pervasive in soci- 
ely as we witness the violent 
killing of our children each 
year in our inner cities. Our 
children aptly learn from our 
government leaders that killing 
those you fear is a righteous 
solution. 

This is the tenth anniversary 
of the U.S. Catholic Bishops’ 
Peace Pastoral, which outright 
condemned that kind of nucle- 
ar weapons targeting taking 
placer under StratCom’s com- 
mand. 

In this season when we cele- 
brate the birth of Jesus, the 
Prince of Peace, we simply ask 
that all people put down their 
weapons so the killing may 
stop and the innocents prevail. 
We call upon StratCom to stop 
targeting potential enemiesand 
potential friends. 


photo by Jo Peterson 


Anissa Lindsey, Joann Kennedy, and Ed Bloomer 
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photo by Bonnie Urfer 
Fr. Carl Kabat hammers on the hatch of Minuteman Ill missile silo M-26 located near Page, North Dakota. 


Good Friday / April Fools 
Plowshares Action | 


On Good Friday, April 1, 
1994, Fr. Carl Kabat, OMI, 
entered Minuteman III Missile 
site M-26 in eastern North 
Dakota and carried out the 
"Good Friday, April Fools 
Plowshares. Wearing a clown 
suit and toting his hammer, 
some bread and some grape 
juice, Car] entered the site and 
remained on the hatch of the 
missile silo for 30 minutes, 
hammering and praying, until 
Air Force security arrived. The 
Air Force reported that Carl 
did $7,000 damage to the miss- 
ile’s above ground security 
system. 

Following a dramatic show 


of force by the Air Force, in- 
cluding use of a helicopter, an 
armored personnel carrier, and 
16 well armed troops, Carl and 
two supporters, Michael Spr- 
ong of South Dakota and Sam 
Day of Madison, WI were 
arrested. Sprong and Day 
were later released and charges 
were dropped. 

Carl was held and charged 
with felony trespass and felony 
malicious mischief. At his 
April 13 arraignment in North 
Dakota District Court in Val- 
ley City, Carl entered a guilty 
plea after the judge would not 
accept a plea of no contest. 
The maximum prison sentence 


for each charge is 5 years in 
prison. 

Carl will be sentenced in 
Valley City on May 16. On the 
evening of May 15, friends and 
co-conspirators will gather in 
Fargo for a Festival of Hope in 
celebration of Carl’s witness. 
On May 16 supporters will 
caravan to Valley City to be in 
the courtroom with Carl. 


Letters of support can be sent 
to: Fr. Carl Kabat 

C/O Barnes County Jail 

491 2nd Ave NW 

Valley City, ND 58072. 


Pax Christi / Spirit of Life Plowshares 


We ask readers of wa pacis to be thinking of 
Dear, 
and Bruce Friedrich. 
December 7, 1993, these four, calling themselves 
the "Pax Christi / Spirit of Life Plowshares," 
entered Seymour Johnson Air Force Base in 
Goldsboro, North Carolina. They hammered 
and poured blood on F-15E fighter jets. 


“They will beat their swords into plowshares, and their 
spears into pruning hooks. Notion will not take up 
sword against nation, nor will they train for war 
anymore. Isaiah 2:4 


Phil 
Frederiksson, 


Berrigan, John 


S.J., Lynn 


On 


Each of the four were tried separately in 
Federal Court in North Carolina. 
found guilty of the charges against them 
including felony destruction of property. They 
now await sentencing. 

Letters of support can be sent via: Dorothy 
Day House, 503 Rock Creek Church Rd, NW, 
Washington DC 20010. 


All were 


John Shiel 


Continued from page 6 
was at one time’a re-write re- 
porter for the Washington 
Post. He spent many years as a 
union organizer traveling thr- 
oughout the country. A hard- 
core "Kennedy" Democrat, 
John worked on every Kenne- 
dy presidential campaign, 
much to the discountenance of 
many Catholic Worker friends. 
The reasons for his drop out 
of "normal" life are not clear. 


Perhaps it had to do with his 
drinking. John wasan alcohol- 
ic, and he never really got a 
handle on this sickness. It 
plagued him his whole life. 
I’m sure I wasn’t the only 
person to encourage John to 
write a book about his life, 
including the many witnesses 
he was involved with through 
the years. He just never 
seemed to find any time to 
recount his: life story. He was 


too busy living it. 

So_those of us who got to 
know him must recount his 
stories and keep his good spirit 
alive. For John Shiel now rests 
in peace having lived a full and 
faith-filled life, one more shin- 
ing jewel in the crown of the 
nonviolent Christ. Let us carry 
on the struggle he so colorfully 
embraced. .+ 


ST ens 


Karl Meyer and 


the Peace House 


Will be at the 
Des Moines Catholic Worker 
June 12, 1994 


Following 7:30 sm. mass at Dingman 
House, 1310 7th St. Karl Mcyer, a 
veteran peacemaker from Chicago, will 
lead a discussion on topics ranging from 
tax resistance to the effectiveness of 
nonviolent action. 

Karl has been travelling across the 
country with the Peace House visiting 
peace communities, giving presentations 
and helping with the daily Works of 
Mercy in hospitality houses. We are 
looking forward to his visit. 
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SNAPS: 
Poetry and Prose From a Family Album 


by Frank Pommersheim 


in this series of intimate poetry and prosecomment 
Center member and USD faw professor 
Pommersheimevokes a portraitnot only of members! 
a particular family, but of all families as well, Ti 
resulting portrait not only describes but transiig 
familial reality througha compositionalprocessin 
"strict economies of means release a 
concentrateof feelings." 


available for $7.95 (tax and postage. included) from Rosi 
Books, 28291 - 444th Ave., Marion, SD 57043. Discounts 
offered for large orders. 


Address Correction Requested 


Send us your change of 
Address before the post office 
does and save us 35 cents 


